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Fundraising Highlights:

The new year has started with a bang! 2007 brought various fundraising ideas to the Scalpel Board as we were challenged
with an awareness that the Lord is leading us to the construction of a clinic in Pucallpa to better serve and minister to the
Peruvian people. After discussion, prayer and information gathering, we settled on two ideas which have come to fruition
in the recent months.

The first idea was the creation of a Scalpel At The Cross, 2008 Mission Calendar. We have so many beautifully
descriptive photographs of Peru, the people, the country, the culture and the opportunity in Christ. We felt it would be a
fantastic pathway to share more of these images through the creation of a calendar. (If you didn’t get one, but would still
like to have one...contact us today!)

Another idea, which the Scalpel Board put into action with the help of many, was a Peruvian dinner and silent auction
fundraising event. February 21 brought together a unique cross-section of friends of the mission including co-workers,
neighbors, church friends and many others, all together in one venue, the Machu Picchu Restaurant in Minneapolis, Min-
nesota. The evening was simply FANTASTICO! Everyone involved shared from the heart and from the feedback we’ve
been given, it would appear that it moved the spirits of many who were in attendance with us that evening.

We just praise the Lord for planting seeds of ideas, providing the resources to bring them to completion and blessing the
results with the perfect outcomes. As one of my favorite songs says, “Thank you, Lord, for making our garden grow!”
We know that the harvest is plenty and there is much to come as we press forward in service to Him.
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Through the Eyes of a Child
David & Alfredo

(Pronounced Daveed and Alfraydo)
By Channing Evan Cole (with the help of big Bro Peter)

David, age 16, and Alfredo, age 15, are two Shipibo boys that my
brother and I befriended about four years ago. We first met them
when they were fishing in the Ucayali River where we became as
fascinated by the brothers and their fishing methods as we were by
the piranha they caught. The friendship was solidified following
a few matches of futbol (the equivalent of American soccer).

It’s humbling, but BOY can they really play that game!!!

Across time it has become amaz-
ingly clear to us that despite lan-
guage and cultural differences
between the Indians and ourselves,
we’re actually more alike than one
would think possible, particularly
as it relates to common sporting in-
terests. Boys must simply be boys,
wherever they happen to grow up!!
Our mothers probably could have
told us that now, couldn’t they?

Channing Cole
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While David and Alfredo have to live in town (the city of “Pu-
callpa”) away from family during the school week due to their in-
ability to afford daily transportation back to their jungle abode
(“Cashibo”), the way they spend their weekend leisure/recre-
ational time at home looks strikingly similar to the way we spend
ours...fishing, competitive sports, doing odd jobs, and simply
“hanging out.”

Perhaps we derive most enjoyment from our Indian friends in an-
ticipation of the exchanges we make at the beginning and ending
of each of our trips to Peru.

The boys give us jewelry made by their sisters, beads, fish teeth,
alligator scales, monkey bones, and in return, we give them inter-
esting foods, clothing, and athletic gear that they’re otherwise un-
able to obtain. At age 7, it seems like a bargain to me...at age 13
it seems like a deal to my brother...whatever your age, we bet
you’d like to get in on
the action as well! Con-
sider yourself invited to
come on down.

We’ll introduce you to
these beloved friends in
person!!!

R

David and Alfredo

Prayer Points:

Please pray for:

Psalm 25:4

Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths.
Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of
my salvation; for you | wait all the day long.

Peace and protection to surround the team while traveling to
and working in Pucallpa, March 15" through March 23,

The Lord’s continued leading to the right opportunities in
fundraising, achieving His goals for 2008 initiatives, which
we feel includes constructing a clinic facility in Cashibo
Cocha, establishing a medical liaison in Peru, and identifying
willing sponsors for “critical case care” of Peruvians whose
injuries are too complex to be addressed in Pucallpa.

Thanksgiving for God’s provision of friends who are present-
ing our ministry to their churches and organizations for
support, for doors which are opening in Peruvian customs
(Aduana) for the shipment of medical equipment into the
country for mission use, and for connections which are made
bringing new team members to bear in joining our efforts
in Peru.
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Board Member Bio: Peter A. Cole, M.D.

By Nancy E. Cole

o

Whether wielding a scalpel in the O.R. during
a long and complicated polytraumatic injury
case, counseling a family over their loved
one’s instantaneous and dramatic life change
following an unexpected accident, lecturing
trainees in the newest state of the art techno-
logical surgical advances, interacting with the
best minds in orthopaedic trauma as part of an
international think-tank, spearheading team
unity on a mission trip to his beloved second
home--Peru, cheering on his children in their
varying academic/musical/athletic pursuits,
hosting a University of Miami Hurricanes
National Championship/Boston Red Sox
World Series/New England Patriot’s Super
Bowl party, or returning home with a unique
and highly personalized selection of gifts for
his beloved family after having been away for
a season...one overarching theme colors the
life of Peter A. Cole...that of reckless aban-
donment to his Lord and Savior in his varied
relationships and spheres of influence.

Adventurous, tenacious, passionate, bold, cre-
ative, faithful...all describe Peter and the
abundant joy he finds in laboring with God in
his diverse roles as doctor, minister, professor,

Rather, Peter has sensed his calling to Chris-
tian healthcare as one which privileges him in
standing at a crossroads with those who are
often seeking both physical relief and recon-
ciliation with their Maker. In the grand
scheme, Peter uses medicine, as God gra-
ciously permits, to defeat disease and the con-
sequences of sinful man and ultimately sees
this healing as part of God’s bigger redemp-
tive plan. The ability to use healing as a
means of touching lives and introducing those
who are unbelieving to faith in the One true
God is both an incredible blessing and charge.
It takes someone who has that special blend of
humility, self-sacrifice, confidence, compas-
sion, and interpersonal artistry.

The framework of Peter’s noble character was
formed early on in his life with cross-cultural
exposure, multiple moves/adjustments be-
tween Latin America and the States, a strong
family unit, eclectic academic venues, influ-
ential professional mentors, hard knocks and
challenges, and a persevering God whose
hand was steadily guiding and salting each ex-
perience with a grace and mercy that only He
can deliver. To God be the Glory for having
gifted Peter as He has, and from whom much
He expects in the utilization of those talents!

Psalm 90:17

“May the favor of the Lord our
God rest upon us; establish the
work of our hands for us-
yes, establish the work
of our hands!”

visionary, administrator, director, father, &&=

friend, and cherished spouse. God’s design of
Peter’s life is, for all intents and purposes, un-
paralleled, and makes for what could be re-
ferred to as robust and abundant living.
Unwilling to live a predictable, risk free, un-
remarkable life, Peter follows closely after His
Lord who chose the “better” (self-sacrificing)
way for the greater good. He seems to recog-
nize that any life that is protected and clung to
is of little use to anyone and particularly so as
it relates to building the kingdom of Christ.

Page 5
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Letters to Share

Dear Friends of the Mission,

I thought you would be interested to hear that I recently travelled back to Lima. A whirlwind 10-
lecture/48-hour tour to their orthopaedic academy meeting....and out! But, I had a great time. The people
were fabulous and so grateful. Peru is so dear and was wonderful. I stayed across from “Larco Mar,” a
beautiful shopping and dining plaza overlooking the Pacific Ocean in Lima, but I only had one brief dinner
there on the cliffs during my stay.

There were 500 doctors from all around Peru (making up most of the orthopaedists in the country!), and,
wouldn’t you know, Dr. Paredes, our close orthopaedic surgeon-friend and co-laborer from Pucallpa, was
in the front row for every talk. He was so proud, I think, to be associated with the mission and all of us...
particularly as I incorporated Scalpel At The Cross into a number of my talks, including the Presidential
Guest Lecture in which I gave a brief talk on the ministry and the meaning of the name, Scalpel At The
Cross. Many, many interested doctors!

There is a tight knit group of traumatologists in Lima that offered everything from staffing support at
Hospital de Pucallpa to joining us for trips when we go. This is a wonderful and extraordinary core of
people. Some of them are very talented and are good references in the case that we or our missionary friends
have orthopaedic trouble while in Peru.

One night in Lima, Dr. Paredes took me on a tour of his hospital in Lima, where he now works, Hospital
de Emergencias, which was full of earthquake victims. His boss, the Jefe (Chief of Surgery), Dr. Juan
Cangalya, is an exceptional human being, very interested and helpful.

Dr. Paredes and I got to share some Chifa (a Peruvian-Chinese Cuisine) after the hospital tour, and I was
able to share the gospel with him. He is starting to recognize the difference between religion and a personal
relationship with Christ. He wants to go to Pastor Brian VanderKodde’s church when he is in Lima and to
the mil Palmeras church when he is in Pucallpa. I thought that was great. Jose has moved to Lima
temporarily, but seems unsettled as to how long he will stay based on the health of his daughter. He stated
and restated that he would travel to Pucallpa with us whenever we go.

I’ll anxiously wait to see how the Lord might use these willing hands and hearts to expand the reach of
the mission in Peru!

Blessings,

Voo (1.

Peter Cole

P.O.Box 65157 « St.Paul, MN 55165 + (574) 835-5174 + www.scalpelatthecross.org

*** Send us your letters! We’d love to hear your thoughts & share them with our readers.***

Page 6 Discover More About Scalpel At The Cross on the Web at www.scalpelatthecross.org
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Creative Origins of a Gift

With Gratitude to the Matanky Family

Scalpel At The Cross received a donation from a most unlikely source—
a party.....a Halloween party at that—Yikes! The story of how it came 2 1
about highlights the many unusual ways the Lord works, and we can only \ Iy
presume in this case with a sense of great humor. For while this won- ©
derful family’s household party may have emanated in a remote sense
from ghoulish origins, this was a western style blow-out at the Matanky
Eco-Mansion on Cochina Drive in the dusty desert foothills of the
Phoenix burbs. Soo00o0....what does that have to do with the Scalpel mis-
sion? I am getting to that!

Dr. Bryan Matanky and Mrs. Carla Matanky from Phoenix, Arizona, are
close friends of Peter and Nancy Cole, founders of Scalpel At The Cross.
Bryan & Carla and their wonderful children Joey, Jonah, Jacob, and
Jasmine took the Cole’s up on an adventure-challenge to visit the Scalpel
At The Cross mission camp in the Peruvian Amazon back in July 2007. Amazingly, the relationship dates back 25 years to college
at Emory University in Atlanta where Bryan introduced Peter to Nancy, beginning the love affair from which many things spawned,
including of course, Scalpel At The Cross. So in one providential sense, Dr. Matanky is responsible for the ministry around which
we rally today! Bryan was Peter’s roommate for three years, and the best man at the big wedding on July 28, 1984. Soooo... what
does that have to do with a gift? I am getting to that!

Carla and Bryan Matanky decked out in western gear.

Last summer, the whole Matanky family was instrumental to the success of the Scalpel tour with their servant hearts, sense of
adventure, and zest for a great time. They brought much cheer to the team amidst the hard work of that week, and were so moved
by the cause of 3" world medical ministry, that they abruptly extended their trip by a day to get twenty-four more hours of work in
at the hospital. Bryan, an orthopaedic surgeon, and Carla, a registered nurse, were themselves an unbeatable team at Hospital de Pu-
callpa last summer. They returned to the United States with a nagging feeling of wanting to do something more to help the
mission. They sent a letter to the mission in September stating that they were converting their annual Halloween party to a Scalpel
At The Cross fundraiser, and with those plans in mind set up a booth inside their home for the evening in front of a life sized
electronic screen flashing images from their “summer family vacation.” The task of the Matanky kiddos, Joey, Jacob, Jonah and
Jasmine, was to solicit gifts from party participants—and did they do a job fleecing their parents’ guests! They netted a sensational
$1,100, which was forwarded to the mission as a Christmas gift for 2007.

Dear Matanky’s, from the bottom of our hearts,

Thank you.....for your creative and wonderful donation!
With warm gratitude,

Scalpel At The Cross
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Scalpel At The Cross, Inc.
P.O.Box 65157
St. Paul, MN 55165




